
 

 

We Gather to Praise God 
 

Prelude 
 

A Word of Welcome & Announcements 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

* Call to Worship   
 

Leader:  For 75 years, from generation to generation, the love of God  
 has been extended within and far beyond this congregation. 
 

All:  Through joy and sorrow, through change and growth,   
 God has remained faithful. 
 

Leader:  Here in this place, God has called disciples, built communities,   
and transformed lives. 

 

All:  We rejoice in God’s steadfast love. 
 

Leader: Today, we celebrate all who have come before us. 
 

All: Their faith encourages our faith. 
 

Leader: We celebrate God’s work among us today. 
 

All: For grace continues to abound! 
 

Leader: And we commit ourselves to Christ’s mission for tomorrow. 
 

All: Let us worship the God whose love endures forever! 
 

* Opening Hymn                    “To God Be the Glory”                                   UMH 98 
 

 

* Please stand in body or in spirit.  

 

75th Anniversary Celebration 
 

Axe Memorial  
United Methodist Church 

 

July 12, 2026  

We Are Grateful for Our Staff and Volunteers 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Wally Butts  Associate Pastor: Rev. Ruben Alvarez 
Music Director: Gary Choate Pianist:  Terry McCoy    
Youth Director: John Knagg Administrator:   John Duncan  
Building Care: Miguel Jaimes, Sr. Media: Miguel Jaimes, Jr. 
Sound:   Stephanie Jaimes Livestream: Ed Wallick 

* Hymn of Commitment     “Pass It On”                     UMH 572 
 
* Reception of New Members  

 

Congregational Response 
 

 We rejoice to recognize you as members of Christ’s holy church, 
 and welcome you to Axe Memorial United Methodist Church. 
 With you, we renew our vows to uphold the church by our prayers,  
 our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. 
 
* Benediction 

 
* Benediction Response   “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”     TFWS 2280 
  
* Postlude 

 

 

The service has ended and our service begins... 
As we serve, may we walk in beauty, hope and love  

as instruments of God’s peace! 
 

A Word to Our Guests 
 

Thanks so much for being here! We hope you’ve felt  
welcomed and loved and that you’ll come back again.  

We’ll be here, saving a seat for you!        
 

Axe Memorial United Methodist Church 
1700 W. Kingsley, Garland, TX 75041 

972-278-2175 Office Hours: Mon-Thu 10am-3pm 
axememorialumc@gmail.com        www.axeumc.org 



 

 

Mystery Box 
 
A Time of Reflection and Celebration              Rev. Steve Poarch 
 
Prayers of the People 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 

* Hymn         “Surely the Presence of the Lord”                        UMH 328  

 

We Proclaim God’s Word 
 
* Scripture Reading            Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
      

  Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
  All:         Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon                                      “On Holy Ground”                                                                   Rev. Wally Butts  

 

We Respond to God’s Word 
          
* 75th Anniversary Litany of Thanksgiving    Rev. Dr. Lucretia Facen 
 

 Leader: For those who dreamed of a church in this community… 
 All: We give thanks to God. 
 

 Leader: For every pastor, staff member, musician, teacher,  
   and servant leader… 
 All: We give thanks to God. 
 

 Leader: For every moment of worship, for every baptism celebrated,  
   for every wedding blessed, and for every funeral where hope 
   was proclaimed... 
 All: We give thanks to God. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
Scan to give... 

 Leader: For every child who learned of Jesus, for every act of mission 
   and compassion, and for the movement of the Holy Spirit  
   in this place and in our lives... 
 All:  We give thanks to God. 
 

 Leader: For every generation that has carried this ministry forward,  
    and for the future God is preparing… 
 All:  We give thanks to God. 
 

 Leader: So, as we lean into God’s future and trust in God’s faithfulness, 
    I ask you: Will you continue the ministry entrusted to this 
    congregation? 
 All:  With God’s help, we will. 
 

 Leader: As you continue to plant seeds of faith, will you worship 
    faithfully—love generously—serve joyfully— and welcome 
    all people? 
 All:  With God’s help, we will.  Amen. 
  
* Gloria Patri  

 

Glory be the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  

 
Our Gifts of Tithes and Offerings 
 

            Offertory                                 “Holy Ground” 
              Axe Choir + Alumni 
 

    * Doxology  
We are standing on holy ground, 

And I know that there are angels all around. 
Let us praise Jesus now.  

We are standing in his presence. 
We are standing in his presence. 

We are standing in his presence, on holy ground! 
 
 

We Go to Share God’s Love 
 
* Invitation to Christian Discipleship  

 
 


